4Ig                      THE  LIFE "AND  WRITINGS
I might add the establishment of our University, as principal my work, acknowledging at the same time, as I do, the gre assistance received from my able colleagues of the Visitatio But my residence in the vicinity threw, of course, on me tl chief burthen of the enterprise, as well of the buildings as of tl general organization and care of the whole.   The effect of th institution on the future fame, fortune and prosperity of o-t country can as yet be seen but at a distance.   But an hundre well-educated youths, which it will turn out annually, and ei long, will fill its offices with men of superior qualifications, an raise it from its humble state to> an eminence among its assc ciates which it has never yet known; no, not in its brightes days.   That institution is now qualified to raise its youth to ai order of science unequalled in any other State; and this super iority will be the greater from the free range of mind encouraged there, and the restraint imposed at other seminaries by tin shackles of a domineering hierarchy, and a bigoted adhesioi to ancient habits.   Those now on the theatre of affairs will enjo] the ineffable happiness of seeing' themselves succeeded by soil; of a grade of science beyond their own ken.   Our sister State; will also be repairing to the same fountains of instruction, wil bring hither their genius to be kindled at our fire, and will carr] back the fraternal affections which, nourished by the same almc mater, will knit us to them by the indissoluble bonds of earb personal friendships.    The good Old Dominion, the blessec mother of us all, will then raise her head with pride among the nations, will present to them that splendor of genius which she has ever possessed, but has too long suffered to rest uncultivated and unknown, and will become a centre of ralliance to the States whose youth she has instructed, and, as it were, adopted (1826.   C. IX., 509.)
VICE-PRESIDENCY.—The idea that I would accept the office od President but not that of Vice-President of the United States had not its origin with me. I never thought of questioning the free exercise of the right of my fellow citizens to marshal those whom .they call into their service according to their fitness, nor ever presumed that they were not the best judges oievery under the eye of their constituents, must, is Mibjert. *U»t/«i /%-nVif/MXiii/f liber-tatcm qnam quictum wri tit fain. * * * I h»*l«l it that a \                                  express <leclaration,  another and  more  '.pecial  |a'»«vi>,i'
